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AN 


ANSWER 


TO THE 


| REASONS 


SM AGAINST 5 4 
An African COMPANY | 


H E Writer of this Paper, beige In- 
finitely Concerned, to ſee a T Trade 
of ſuch Benefit and Importance ſo 
| little minded, and regarded by Per- 
ſons of all Ranks and 'Denominations , that 
| for three Seſſions of Parliament ſucceſſively, 
and now a fourth half Spent; nothing ſhould 

be reſolved upon in a Parliamentary way, for 
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the Support and Eſtabliſhment thereof; not. 


withſtanding all the Application, and Memo. 
rials of the Preſent Company, and Separate. 
Traders, for and againſt a Joyn-Stock : He 
thinks he does not excced the Bonds of Charity, 
if he ſuſpects that, hitherto we have been Uni. 


verially under a Strong Deluſion ; being either 


entirely Ignorant of the Nature, and Impor. 8 


ance of the Subject matter in Debate ; Or, that 
ſome late Politicians, rather than forego the 


Proſpect of ſupplying ſome Future Exigen- | 
cy of the State, had Reſolved to Hazard the 
utter Ruine of the Trade; Or, that there 


have been ſome Powerful Agents, and Emiſſa- 
Ties Imploy'd under hand by a Rival Nation, 
to Under Mine every Project, and Oppoſe all 


Meaſures which moſt Probably might Thwart 


their Intereſt; Or, Laſtly that, we have re- 
ſolved, rather than ſubmit to one another, 
and Unite on Reatonable Terms, to convince 
the World how much we prefer our Private 


Paſſions and Reſentments to the Publick 


good and Intereſt of our Country; and that 


we had rather Obtain our own Ends againſt 


one Another, than hinder Foreigners from ta. 
king the Bone of Contention out of our Hands 
alrogether. What elſe, I Pray, if not ſome 
one or all of theſe Wretched Motives, could 
have prevented a Final Determination of this 
Important Controverſy, to this Day? And 
how can thoſe of the Legiſlature ro whom 


1 


Jugdment, or pretend to Determine which 


If 
| 1 
| 


(FE 
ir properly belonged, excuſe. themſelves that 
they did not; how will the Preſent Repre- 


| ſentatives of the Commons of Great- Britain, 
anſwer the Truſt repoſed in them, if they 
do not Speedily, and Effectually Settle, and 


Secure ſo very Valuable a Branch of the Br#- 
tiſh-Trade. 3. 


It is acknowledged on all Sides that the 


Trade is of the Greateſt Importance, and ab- 
ſolute ly neceſſary to be Supported and Carried 
on: And that Forts and Settlements muſt be 
Built, and Maintained for the Defence and 
Preſervation thereof. The Preſent Company 
Declare, that unleſs the Queen and Parlia- 


ment, will Confirm the Privileges granted 


them by their Charter, they are utterly Un- 
able to Support the ſaid Forts and Settle- 
ments, or to Carry on a Trade any Longer. 


| This being the plain matter of Fact; the 
| Queſtion is, whether the Preſent Company's 
Charter ſhall be Confirmed by Act of Par- 
liament? Whether a New Company ſhall be 
Eſtabliſn'd with a New Joyt-Stock ? Or whit- 
ther the Trade ſhall be laid Open for all Per ſons 
to Trade Jadifferently as they Pleaſe? I Con- 
ceive, and withal Submiſſion be it ſaid, the Far- 
lament is Obliged, and mult Reſolve upon one 
or other of thoſe Methods: Nor can any thing 


Juſtify, or Excuſe longer Delays in an Affair 
of fo great moment: Iwill not Interpoſe my 
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[6] 
is moſt Expedient to Confirm the Preſent Com. 
pany's Charter; or to Eſtabliſh a New Com. 
pany by Act of Parliament. But I ſhall En. 
deavour Briefly to ſhew that the Reaſons 
againſt Carrving on the Trade by a Compa- 
ny, are Weak and Fallacious, and even Con- 
trary to Reaſon, and Experience it ſelf. And 
in doing this, I profeſs not to Plead for; or 
to Oppoſe any Set of Men; either the Pre. 
ſent Company, or the Separate-Traders: But 
only to ſhew that the Trade may, and muſt 
be Carried on by a Company, {whether Old 
or New, is Inditterent to me,) and not in an 
V 
To form a Right judgment of this mat. 
ter, we ought Carefully to Compare both 
Schemes together; vg. That for a Joynt:- 
Stock, and that for an Open Trade; and to 
weigh the Conveniencies, and Inconveniencies 
attending Each, and then to give our Sul-S 
frage for that which is attended, with the 
molt and Greateſt Con veniencies and the ſeu- 
eſt or leaſt Inconvenienctes. i 

Thus for Initance ; As to the ConveniencicÞ 
attending each Scheme, it ought to be Con-] 
ſidered; if as many of Her Majeſty's Subj 
jets as pleaſes, be Admitted to Subſcribe i 
the Amount 4 or 500000 J. Or any oth 
larger Sum, for the Carrying on the Africa 
Trade; whether ſuch a Stock be not a beg} 2 
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ter Security , and more Proportioned to the 
Nature and Importance of the Trade, than 
a Hare Poſſibility that the Trade may be 


Carried on to Advantage in -an Open way, 


or that Separate Merchants will Trade Volun- 


tarily for as large Sums? Who will be moſt 
willing, and moſt Able to Support, and Main- 
tain the Forts and Settlements, and make 
new Diſcoveries, a Permanent and never fail- 
ing Company, with a large Stock always at 
Command, or an Uncertain, and Unknowa 
Number of Separate-Traders, who may, and 
will Employ their Stocks 1n that Trade, or 
in any other as their Humour or Iatereſt ſhall 
lead them? How can we beſt Maintain, and 
Improve the Brztiſh Intereſt againſt the Pre- 
tenſions, Power and Practices of other Euro- 
pean Rivals? How can we belt make and 


Maintain Alliances, and Contracts with the 
Treacherous, Cunning, and Savage Natives? 


How can the Forts and Factories be Con- 
ſtantly, and Regularly Supply'd with Go- 
vernors, Factors, Soldiers, Artificers and 
Slaves; With all ſorts of Proper Vendible 
Goods and Marchandize; and with all forts 


olf Warelike Stores, Proviſions, and Materials 
for the Defence and Repairs of the leveral - 
| Neceſſary Settlements? Certainly he mult be 
Blind or Infatuated, who will ſay that a 
| Joynt-Stock, under one Uniform Influence 


AM e and 


yy * 2 ** 23 * 1 Pe 8 * 
n Ma 


= 8 1 
and Direction, is not in theſe Reſ pects In- 


finitely Preferable to the looſe, and Precari. 1 


Schemes of an Open Trade. 
Again, as to the Inconveniencies attending 


each of thoſe Contrary Schemes; Let it be 
ſeriouſly, and Impartially Conſidered on which 


ſide the Ballance Lyes. For almoſt a Cen- 


tury paſt, the Dutch have, and ſtill do uſe all 
their Art and Intereſt to Graſp and Engroſs 
the whole Trade of the African Coaſt to tliem. 
ſelves, as they have already done that of 
the Richeſt Countries of the Eaſt-Indies; The 

Britiſh Intereſt has for about Twenty Years 


been divided; and our Marchants have been 
Endeavouring not to Underſel other Nations, 


- but to Undo one another. And by ſuch | 
Practices, and Mutual Conteſts, the Prices 
of Slaves are ſo Advanced, and the Value of 


our ManufaQtures are ſo depreciated , that 


I, the Trade is in the Greateſt Hazard of be- 
ing utterly Loſt. Such being the preſent La- 
mentable State of the Trade; Let every Rea- 


ſonable Man put the Queſtion to himſelt, 


which is preferable, to put it in the Power 


ol one part of a Kingdom, to Impoſe in ſome 


things upon, the Reſt, or to put it in the 
Power of other Nations, or even of Barba- 
rous Heathens to Embarraſs the Trade, and 


Hazard the utter Loſs thereof to the Nation 


in General! ? aich is moſt Dangerous, for the 


Planters 
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Planters to run the Hazard of Paying too 


' Dear for their Slaves, or to run the Hazard 


of having none Imported to them at all ? 
For a Britiſh Company to Engroſs ſome 
part of the Plantation Commodities, or for 
12 Datch Company to Engroſs, and become 


Maſters of all the African Settlements ? How is 


it Poſſible, in an open way, where the Go- 
vernment of Africa would be in one hand, and 
and the Trade in another; where the Cli- 


mate is allowed to be ſo Unhealthy; and 


where the Sallaries and Profits of Governors 
and Factors, would be fo Precarious and In- 
conſiderable; how is it poſſible, I fay, that 


upon ſuch a footing, ſufficient Numbers of 


well Qualified Perſons, either for the Gover- 
ning or Trading Account, will be Induced to 
Expoſe their Lives to ſuch Hazards, and up- 


on ſuch ſlender Jaducements ? Or, if want and 


neceſſity ſhould compel ſome to accept of 


ſuch Deſpicable Preferments; If Private-Tra- 


ders ſhould find ſome Perſons, who would 


undertake, upon a ſmall Encouragement, to 


go and be their Factors; what Jarring Dif- 
cords and Divifions mult there be in one 
and the fame Factory, where every Gover- 


nor will be for enriching himſelf, and every 
Private Factor, ſtriving to underſel, and un- 


dermine his Neighbour ? And upon the Mor— 
aliry of Governors, or Factors on the Coaſt, 
; | a 


＋ 40.1 

or upon any Diſputes which may ariſe be. 
tween the Military Men and the Merchants; 
How ſhall the Vacancies in the Government 
be filled up? Who ſhall be accountable for 
the Goods and Effects in the Care and Truſt 
ol the Deceaſed Factors? And where ſhall we 
find Commiſſioners for Trade, to redreſs the 

Grievances, and ſupport the Cauſe of the 
Merchants? Again, ſuppoſe the Publick Fund 


at any time fall Short, and the Bri Intereſt N 


be thereby in danger of Suffering; mult the 
Governours notwithſtanding lit (till, and pa- 

tiently wait for freſh Supplies? Or hall he be 
Impowered to make uſe of the Goods and 
Effects of Private Merchants? Is it to be 
ſuppos'd that Men of Senſe and bred up to 
Bulſineſs, will venture their Eſtates in a Trade 
expoſed to ſuch, and a Multitude of other In- 
conveniencies and Uncertainties? May the 
Advocates for an Open Trade impartially con- 
ſider both ſides of the Queſtion; and in par- 
ticular, tnat it is and always will be in th: 
Power of the Legiſlature to Model and Regu— 
late their own Companies, and to preſcribe 
Remedies upon any emergent Occaſion ; bur 
not ſo on the other Side, to recover a lolt 
Trade, but at the hazard of a bloody, charge: 
able and uncertain War. And whoſoever wil 
give himſelf the trouble to weigh theſe Things 
in the ballance of Reafon, I am perſwaded he 


will have ſo much Regard and Compalizon tor 
the 
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21 
the Future Proſperity of his Country, as not 
to think of ſo dangerous an Expedient, as that 
of laying the Trade Open; but rather bend his 


Thoughts to promote ſuch an Eſtabliſhment 


upon the foot of a Joynt-Stock, as may belt 
ſecure and advance the Honour and Interelt 
of Great-Britain, and give the lealt Umbrage 
to the Colonies and Plantations thereunto be- 
longing» 

Tho? theſe General Reflexions might well 
ſerve as an Anſwer to all that has been ohje- 
ted againſt an African. Company: Yet for the 
ſake of thoſe who have not had the Leaſure 
or Opportunity to be more fully informed of 


this moſt Important Controverlie; I ſhall in 


the laſt Place ſubjoyn Particular Anſwers to 


the moſt material Arguments alledged againſt 


2 Company ; as they are lately publiſhed in a 
Paper, entituled, Reaſons againſt Eſtabliſhing 
an African- Company at London, Exclutive to the 
Plantations, and all the Out-Ports, and other 


Subjects of Great-Bri! 277. El 


Arg. I. Tig well kaown, that all the Aﬀrican- 


Companies, which have ever yet been eſtabliſhed 


in Europe, have become Bankrupt in ſome Tears 
after their Eftabliſhmeat. Witneſs the Portugueſe, 


Brandenburg, azd Dutch Companies, beſides ours 


in England, who have failed three times ſince the 
Reſtoration : And in the intervals of Time, the 


| Trade altho? oſt by fach Companies, have been 42 
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gain recovered, ſupported and carried on, by Pri. 


 wate-Traders in England, by the Brazil-Traders 
and Planters i Portugal, and by the Inter lopers 
in Holland, or otherwiſe the African-Trade maſt 


bade been loſt to each of thoſe Nations, eſpecially 


ours: And the Plantations muſt long ſince have 
been ruined, had it not been for tbe large ſupply of 
Negroes yearly furnifhed by Private-Traders, and 


the Liberty the Planters haue had of fetching their 


own Negroes, 


Anſ. The firſt Part of this Argument pro- 
duced againſt Eſtabliſhing a Company, is, as 


I humbly Conceive, a ſtrong Argument for 


One : For, if a Society of Merchants Trad- 
ing upon the Foot oi a large Joynt-Stock , 


That is, if all the African- Adventurers of a Na- 
tion Joyning their Heads and Purſes together, 


met with ſuch Difficulties and Hardſhips, as 
reduced them to Bankrupcy, how is it poſſi- 


ble that the ſingle and ſeparate Endeavours, 
yea, and the Interfering Councels and Inter- 
eſts of Private-Traders could ever contribute 


to the Diſcovery or Advancement of ſuch a | 


Trade? All that this Argument Proves, is, 


That ſuch Companies either had great Loſſes 


by Wars with other Nations, or that they 
were at a vaſt Ex pence to ſtruggle with other 
Foreign Rivals, ro make new Diſcoveries, 
build Forts, and to obtain and ſecure an In- 
tereſt with the Natives. And if by fuch 
1 Means, 


L 13 3 
Means, former Companies happened to fail, 
it is by no means an Argument againſt a Com- 
pany; but rather ought to induce the Legi- 
lature to ſupply ſuch a Failure, by another 
Company with a larger Stock and more ad- 
vantageous Powers and Privileges the better 
to enable the New Adventurers to ſtruggle 
with and overcome all ſuch Difficulties. _ 

As to what is further alledged, that ſuch 
Companies have loſt the Trade, and that other 
private-Traders have again recovered and ſup- 
ported it, is juſt the Reverſe of what both Rea- 
ſon and Experience tells us to be True. For 
it is manifeſt, that when ſuch Companies had 
recovered the Trade, and brought it to ſome 
Method and Regularity, it was always the 
Encroachments of the Private. Traders upon 
their reſpective Charters, that reduced the 
Trade into the utmoſt Diſorder and Confu- 
ſion. But the moſt unparallel'd Piece of Aſ- 


ſurance is to aſſert that the Datch Interlopers, 


the Bragil. Traders, and our Separate-Traders 
have again recovered, ſupported and carried 
on the African- Trade, which otherwiſe muſt 
have been loſt to each of thoſe Nations; when 


tis well known to all the World, that the 


Datch never were permitted to Trade to A, 
rica but in a Company, and that all Interlo- 
pers of that Nation always have been, and 


ſtill are, by the Laws of the State, adjudged 


lawful Prizes to the Company, if taken on 


that 
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1 
that Coaſt; for which Reaſon the Datch Com. 
pany do conſtantly keep one or two Cruſiets 


on the Coaſt of Africa. And as to the Porta. 


gueſe and Brazil-Traders, *tis well known, that 
they are ſo far from having recovered or ſup. 


ported this Trade, that the Dutch have taken 
all their Forts and Settlements from them on 
the Gold Coaſt, and now make Prize of all 
the Brazil or Portugueſe Veſſels they find | 
Trading on that Coaſt. And ſhould the Trade 


be now laid open, I doubt not but the Im. 
provements of our Separate-Traders would 


turn to much the fame Account. For if un- 
der the Protection of a Company, they have 
not been able, or at leaſt have not attempted 
to build any One new Settlement, or to make 
any other Improvement in the Trade; l am 
at a loſs to think, how, when all the Burden 


ſhall. be devolved upon themſelves, they will 
be able to ſupport the Settlements we have 
already, or carry on the Trade as hitherto it 


has been done. 


Arg. II. A Excluſive Company, with 4 Par. 
liamentary Sanction, would prove to this Nation 
a dangerous Experiment, and the greateſt Griev- 
ance of any in the worſt of times, which will plain- 


ly apnear on conſidering the Conſequences ; as be. 


ing bat one Bayer of the many ſorts of Woollen, and 


other Britifh Manufactures, proper for Africa; 4 


being but one Freighter of all te Ships imploped 
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in the Trade Oatwards; but one Seller of Negroes 


11 our Plantations; But one Importer of Gold from 
| Africa, and Silver from the Spaniards; but one 
Buyer and but one Freighter, of almoſt all our Pro- . 
iuTtions from America; and but oae Seller of all 
thoſe Productions here again, after their Arri- 


val; on all which they would Put their own Prizes, 
ind conſequently become the ſole Director of this 
Great Circle of Trade and Navieation, wherein 
gre employed near 1000 Sail of Ships, and on which 


Depends 4. or 500000 Perſons Livelihoods, of all 


Sorts, who maſt Direttly or Indireftly, be ſubject 


t the Managers of this Company; and on this 


Company would depend the Riſe or Pall of our Plan- 
tations, the Ballance ef Trade Abroad, the Increaſe 
ow Decreaſe of our Breed of Seamen, and Naval 


Architecture: So that the Confining of this Trade 


one Perſon or Monoply would in its Conſequence, 
Wits moſt tender Parts. 


Arſ. Thus have I tranſcrib'd the Argu- 
ment verbatim, as it is lately printed in the 


above-mentioned Paper, Entituled Reaſons a- 


gainſt Eſtabliſhing an Africau- Company at Lon- 
n, &c, And it mult be ackowledged, it is 


te moſt plauſible and popular Argument that 
an be urged againſt a Company: But ftill 1 


hope to convince Impartial Judges, that it 

annot in Reaſon to be admitted as ſufficient 

o obſtruct ſuch a Settlement. for, 
On 1. The 


4 8 
f : 
* 


Loſſes. 


one another; by kow much the more certain 
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1. The Diſadvantages ſuppoſed to ariſe from 


the ſeveral Unities in the Objection, as one 
Buyer at Home, one Exporter to Africa, one 
Seller in the Plantations cc. does at the worſt 


but turn the Diſadvantage of one Subject to 
the Advantage of another, which ſtill makes 


no odds in a National Account; whereas ma- 


ny Sellers on the Coaſt of Africa does, and will 


Inſallibly, more and more depreciate the Va- 
lue of our Goods and Manufactures there, 
and conſequently Diſcourage their Exporta- 


tion, and fink their Value at Home, and al- 


ſo be an Occaſion of itil] raiſing the Prizes of 
Slaves in the Plantations, until the Trade be 


reduced to that Paſs, that neither any Britiſb 


Merchant can Trade, nor the Planters be ſup- 
plied with Slaves; all which only tend to en- 
rich the Negroes, or our Rivals the Datch, 
and would be the Occaſion of Great National 


2. If the Trade be carried on by a Com- 


pany, the Plantations may Probably be ſup- 
plied with Negroes at moderate Rates, which 
in an open Way they can never Expect : For 
as it would be in the Power of a Company to 
keep up the Prizes of their Goods, and to buy 
Slaves at Moderate Rates on the Coaſt of A, 
rica; as on the other {ide Traders in an o- 
pen way will always underſel and out: bid 


i 
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it is that the ok Pavers can afford the 


| beſt Penny-worth to the Plantations, fo 


much the greater is the Probability that a 
Company will ſupply them with Slaves at 
more Moderate Rates than Private-Traders 
can do: In ſhort, I think the Caſe may be 
ſtated thus; which is more eligible, a Pro- 
bability that the Plantations may be ſuppli- 
ed with Slaves at Moderate Rates by a 
Companys or an Impoſſibility that they e- 
ver can be ſo in an Open Way; which is 
ſo plain a Dilemma, as leaves no room for 


Deliberation to determine. 


3. But as the Plantations deſerve all poſ- 
ſible Regard and Encouragement, other 
Expedients may be found our to; Anſwer all 
their juſt Expectations, and to ſet them be- 
yond any Apprehenſion or Danger of being 
Impoſed upon, or ill Treated by a Com- 


pany; without having recourſe to ſuch a 


Deſperate Remedy, as Undermining the 
very Foundations, and Expoſing, the Root 
and ſourſe of all their Strength and Riches 
to the mercy of a Powerful and Encroach- 
ing Rival, and to many other unaccount- 
able Hazards and Difficulties. For, if a Com- 
pany ſhould be Eſtabliſhed under an Obli- 
gation to Export Yearly to the Value of 


i0d0000 /. more or leſs as the Wiſdom. of 
B 1 Parlfa- 
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Parliament ſhall think fit ; Its Manifeſt ſuch 


a Company mult Buy the Proper Goods 
here, a ad conſequently Imploy the ſame or 


rather a much greater Number of Hands, 


than are now Imploy'd ; they muſt Export 
them to the Coaſt of Africa, and Imploy a 


proportionable Number of Ships; they 
mult fel] their Goods there, And Inveſt the 
much greater Part of 'em in Slaves; ſuch 
Slaves they mult Tranſport to the Planta- 
tions; and when they are there, they mutt, 
to avoid Charges and Mortality, fell them 


at Moderate Rates. This appears to me as 
clear as any Demonſtration. But if, after all, 
a Company ſhould at any time attempt to 
put any Hardſhip upon the Plantations, has 
not the Queen Her Governours in every 
"Colony and Iſland, ro whom the Planters 
may Complain, and upon whoſe Repreſen- 
tation, the Queen and Councel may be im- 
powered to hear and redreſs ſuch Grievan- 
ces, and oblige the Company from time to 
time to take ſuch Meaſures, as may give 
all reaſonable Satisfaction to the Planters. 


Theſe or any other Expedients for the En- 
couragement and Satisfaction of the Plan- 


tations ouglit readily to be Embraced; and 


?tis to be hoped that all Men of Temper 
and Sound Judgment will Acquieſce there. 
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. That there will be but one Buyer, and 


but one Freighter of almoſt all our Produ- 
ctions from America, and but one Seller of 
all choſe Productions here again, after their 
Arrival; is a Falſe and Malicious Sugge- 
ſtion: For it is owned in the Objection, that 
the Plantations imploy near 1000 Sail of 
Ships; and it is certain that the African- 
Trade never yet Employ'd 100 Sail of 


Ships; ſo that ik we Judge by the Propor- 


tion of Shipping; Its Manifeſt an African- 
Company can never Engroſs the Tenth Part 


of the Plantation Trade, and conſequently 


can never Command the Markets either 
there, at Home, or in any other Part of 
Earope, to the Prejudice of other Planters 
and Merchants. And whoſoever will give 
himſelf the Trouble to compare the Num- 
ber of Worlcing-Slaves in the ſeveral Plan- 
tations; with the Annual Recruits which 
may be thought Neceſtarv to ſupply Mor- 
tality ; or the Annual Produce and Returns 
of the ſeveral Plantations; with the Pro- 
duce and Returns of ſuch Annual Recruits, 
will find that no African- Compan) can ever 
Engroſs pne Tenth Part of the Plantation 
Trade : So that the mighty Arguments, 
that on fuch a Company would depend the 
Rift or Fall of our Plantations ; the Bal 
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lance of Trade Abroad; the Increaſe or De- 
creaſe of our Breed of Seamen, and Naval 
Architecture, if meant in Prejudice of a 
Company, are altogether Groundleſs and 
Chimerical, and only crouded into the Ar- 


gument, the better to Amuſe and deceive 


unwary Readers. 


Arg. III. Oar Anceſtors have found it ab- 


ſolutely Neceſſary to lay open all the Trades that 


have been Monopolizea, fſach as the Canary, 
Hamburgh, Eaſt- Country, Spaniſh, Por- 
tugal Italian, and others, which have there- 
become dery Extenſive. And me rave laid 


open lately the Ruſſia-Trade, which a fer 
Tears fince, Imployed but Five or Six Ships a 


Tear, but now ſince it's being open d, above 100 


Ships 4 Tear. And on the other Hand it 
was thought fit ſome Tears ago to Erect 4 


Greenland-Company, Excluſive to all others, 
under the ſpecionspretences now made uſe of for as 


Excluſive African-Trade; But in Four or Five 


Tears time, that Company became Bankrupt , 
aud the Perſoas uſually Imployed in that Trade 
left our Com, which is thereby now En- 
 tarely loſt to this Nation. 


A. This is ſo far from being true, that 
our Anceſtors have always encourag'd the 
carrying on diltant and hazardous Trades, 
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by united Intereſts and Companies; more 


eſpecially. where ſuch Trades could not. 


with any certainty or ſecurity, be carried 
on in an open way; witneſs the East. India 
Trade, and this African Trade; the former 
whereof was always carried on by a Com- 
pany, tiltof late Years, that the Trade was 
open'd and divided by Authority of Par- 
lament, upon which Enſued ſuch Misfor- 
tunes and Loſſes, that all Parties, after they 
had loſt to the Nation above a Millionsterling 


were fain to Unite together into that which 
is now called, J%e United Company of Mer- 


chants of England trading to the Ealt-ſndies. 
And 'tis hop d, if any Argument be drawn 
from other Trades, that this late Inſtance 


drawn from the Eaſt- India Trade, as bear- 


ing a nearer reſemblance to the Nature 
and Circumſtance of the African Trade, 
than any of thoſe mention'd in the Objecti- 
on, will ſufficiently demonſtrate the neceſ- 
ſity of carrying on this Trade too, by a 
Company with a Joint- Stock. But to ſhew 
the weakneſs of ſuch Arguments drawn 


from the Nature and Methods of carrying 


on other Trades. I Challenge all rhe Ad- 
verſaries of a Company to ſhew me any 
other Country or Trade in the World, un- 
der the like Circumſtances with Africa, and 
the African Trade. Is not the African 
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Trade, the root and ſupport of all the Plan- 


tation Trade, as it ſupplies them with la- 


bouring Slaves? And does not the Coun. 
try it ſelf abound with the richeſt Trea- 
ſures and Mines ot Gold in the World ? 


Are nor the Natives a treacherous, barba- | 


rous and defenceleſs People? And do not the 
Haollanders claim a right to, and have they 

not ever endeavour'd to become the ſole Ma- 
ſter's of thoſe rich Countries ? Is not thei; 


part of rhe Trade carried on by a Com- 


pany, and ſupported and ſecur'd by nu- 
merous Forts and Settlements ? And ſhall 
we be fo bewitch'd as to {light the Conſi- 
deration of ſuch Important Affairs? Or is 


it prudent and adviſeable to deſpiſe and 
reject all thoſe Means and Methods in 


which they place their chief Confidence 
and Security? Is a Share and Iantereltt in 
the ineſtimable Treaſures and Mines of 


Sold in Africa, and the Support and Pre- 
ſervation of many fair and flouriſhing Co- 


lonies and Plantations in America, a Matter 
of ſo little Importance ro this Nation, as 
that they may be expos'd to the Mercy 
and Pretenſions of ſo very powerful a Rival, 


who greedily watches all Opportunities to 


get the ſole Poſſeſſion of the former, and 
to hedge. in the ſprings of all future Sup- 


plies from the latter? Does all, or any one 1 
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of theſe Circumſtances agree with the Ham- 
bureh, Eaſt- Country, Spaniſh, Portugucſe, Ita- 
lian, Ruſſia, or Greenland Trades; Or is there 
any ſhadow of Reaſon, that becauſe they 
are open, therefore the African Trade ought 
to be ſo too. Surely he mult be blind 
that does not fee, or ſtrongly byaſs'd by 
Prejudice or Self. intereſt, that will not own 
the difference. . „ 


Arg. IV. It is alledgd, that an Exclaſive 
Company is contrary to the Birth right and 
Liberty f the Subject; that the Out. Ports of 
Great Britain will be excluded from any ſhare 
of the Trade; and finally, that ſuch an Efta- 
bliſhmeat would be a direct breach of the Ar- 
ticles of Union. 15 


Aꝛuſw. In anſwer to the firſt part of the 
Objection, it ought to be obſerv'd, that 
the ambiguity of the word Liberty has de- 
ceived many well meaning Per ſons; for if 
by Liberty be meant zatural Liberty, it is 
only another name for Azarchy and Confu- 
lion, and in ſuch a ſenſe the Arguments 
drawn from the Birth-right and Libert 

of the Subject, plead equally againſt al 
the Corporations of Great Britain and a- 


gainſt all Orders and Diſtinctions of Men, 


az againſt a Joint Stock Conſtitution; which, 
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I hope f no honeſt Member of any Society 
would think of, without Horror and —4 
teſtation. But if by 3 be meant 


a Civil Liberty, ſuch as is molt agreeable to, 


and beſt adapted for promoting the Com. 


mon Intereſts of the whole Community, then, 
I humbly conceive the Advocates for a 
Joinr-Stock, are moſt truly and ſincerely 
defirous of ſuch a Liberty. For, if a new 


Joint. Stock be ſubſcrib'd, as large as the 
Trade can bear, and all and every of her 


Majeſty's Subjects of Great Britain and the 


Plantations, who fhalt or may be inclined 
to trade to Africa, be admitted to ſubſcribe, 
or buy what ſhare of that Common- Stock 
they think fit, and thereby be ſer upon an 
equal foot with all the reſt of their fellow 


Subjects; and entitled to a ſhare of the 
profits of the Trade, in proportion to 


their reſpective Adventures: I confeſs, I 


can fee rio reaſon to ſurmiſe, that ſuch a 
Conſtitution would be in the leaſt repug- 
cant to the Civil Liberty of the Sub- 
ject; nay, 4 hope I have already made it 


14855 that our Civil Rights and Liber- 


e Trade cannot be preſerved and 
27 55 but dy! fuch A Joint-Stoek Con- 
ſtirntion. ö 
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2. As to the Caſe of the Out- Ports; the 
Aſſertion is Falſe, that they will be exclud- 
ed from any Share of the Trade: For when 
ſo large a Stock ſhall be imployed in the 
African Trade, as that propoſed in a Com- 
pany; ſuch a Company mult neceſſarily, and 
in regard of their own Intereſt, make En- 
uiry in all Parts of Great- Britain, hat 
few of Manufactures every Shire or Coun- 
ry Produces, proper for the African Trade; 
and in Proportion as the Counties or Shires 
abound with ſuch ManufaQures or Com- 
modities, fo will the Reſpective adjacent 
ports be more or leſs frequented by A 
rican Ships, in order to Tranſport them to 
the Magazines in Africa, and bring thither 
again the Returns of the Plantations. And 
thus, tho? the Government and Direction of 
the Trade be confined to London, yet will 
the Influence and Benefit thereof, become 
more Fa vourable and Extenſive over all 
parts of the United Kingdom, than can poſ- 
ſibly happen in an Open Way. And if this 
will not be admitted as Sufficient and Satiſ- 
factory, I anſwer ſurther; that ſince Bri- 
fol already is, and G/aſcow may, become 
a very Conſiderable Out- Port for this 
Trade; the Parliament may, if they Pleaſe, 
Oblige an Afritan- Company to Ship off An- 
nually from each of thoic Ports, ſuch a Pro- 
1 „ portion 
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portion of the Total Yearly Exportation, 
as upon Mature Conſideration, they {hall 
think fit. * 221 _— 


3- The Laſt part of the Objection draun 


from the Articles of Union, is only made 


uſe of, in hopes to byaſs the Repreſentatives 


of North-Britain in Favour of an Open 
Trade. For if it be conſidered that North- 
Britain is now a Part of the United King- 


dom; That, by this Eſtabliſhment, all the 
Merchants and Inhabitants of NVorth-Britain 


would have the ſame Right and Title to 
Trade upon the Foot of the General Joynt- 
Stock, as the Merchants and Inhabitants 
of England would have: And that it is, and 


always muſt be in the Power of the Legi- 


ſlature, to make ſuch Regulations and Re- 
ſtrictions in Matters of Trade, as may moſt 
conduce to the Preſervation and Improve- 


ment thereof, and to the General Good of the 


whole Kingdom: I ſay, whoſoever will impar- 
tially conſider theſe Things, muſt acknow- 
ledge that to Eſtabliſh an African-Compary 
for the better Carrying on and Improving 
the ſaid Trade, is not in the leaſt Repug- 
nant to the Articles of Union; as ſome evil 
Deſigning Perſons would Inſinuate. 
Theſe, as I conceive, are the moſt mate- 
rial Objections againſt an African- Compan); 
4: | . whither 
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whither I have fully Anſwered them, is left 
to the Reader to Determine. 
I ſhallonly in the laſt Place humbly crave 

leave to conclude with ſome ſhort Reflecti- 
ons, on the Nature and Aavantages of ſuch an 
African-Company as, with all Submiſſion,I con- 
ceive ought to be Eſtabliſhed for the Pre- 
ſervation and Improvement of the Trade. 


As to the Nature of ſuch a Company TI 
Concelve, | 


1. That all Perſons of all Qualities, Sex- 
es, and Ages. in Great-Britain, and the 
Plantations ought to be Invited to partake 
of a ſhare of the Trade. 


2. That Books ought to be Opened, 
and Subſcriptions taken for a General Joynt- 
Stock; and that the ſaid General Joynt- 
tock, Quick and Dead, ought to Amount 
to 4 or 500000“. i 


* 


3. That the Company be obliged to Ex- 
port Annually to the Coaſt of Africa in 
Goods and Marchandize to the Value of 
One Hundred Thouſand Pounds. 


4. That the Company be obliged to Ex- 


port Yearly from Briſtol, Glaſcay, or any 
2 ö other 
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other Out Port of Great. Britain, ſuch a Pro. 


potion of the ſaid 100000 J. as the Parlia- 
ment ſhall think fit. 5 1 


As to the Advantages which will redound 


to this Kingdom from ſuch a Conſtitution; 


I ſhall only Enumerate the Principal ones, 
which I take to be as follows, 


2. The Exports being fo large and Cer. 
tain, there will be more hands and Ship. 
ping Imployed at Home, and in the Trade 
for a Conſtancy, than yet has been, or ever 
can be hoped for in an Open way. 


2. The Forts and Settlements, on the 
Coaſt of Africa would be Conſtantly, and 
Regularly Supply'd with all ſorts of proper 
vendible Goods; whereby the Britiſh-Factor, 


would always be enabled to ſupply the 


Inland-Traders, with ſuch Goods as they 
want, and prevent their going to the Dutch 
Factories to be furniſhed. 


3. The Forts and Settlements being thus 
Conſtantly, and Regularly Supply'd, the 
Companies Factors would be enabled to 
Purchaſe Slaves, and the other Commodi- 
ties of the Country at all times of the Year; 
And by ſuch means they would always 
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have great Numbers of Slaves, and great 
Quantities of Gold in Readineſs againſt 
the Arrival of Shipping, which would great- 
Contribute to the Diſpatch of Ships, 
and Preveat Mortality of Slaves. 


4. The Forts and Settlements being al- 
ways Plentifully Stocked, with all forts of 
Goods; the Companies Factors, would have 
Conſtant and Inexhauſtible Fund to De- 
fray all the Neceſſary Charges of the ſeve- 
ral Garriſons; to Repair the Preſent, and 
to Build new Forts and Settlements, as the 
[Intereſt of Great-Britain may from time to 
time Require; to Ballance the Power, and 
Countermine the Underhand Practices cf 
the Hollauders, and to Preſerve, make and 
Improve Contracts, and Alliances with the 
Natives, for the better Carrying on, and 
Improvement of the Trade. . 


5. The Trade being Carried on under 
one Uniform Influence and Direction, the 
Companies Factors would be enabled to 
Reduce the Prices of Slaves, and Advance, 
ochat leaſt keep up, the Value of our own 
Manufactures; fo that inſtead of the Natives 
utting the Drudgery upon us, and playing 
2 Inte one Brits Subject 2 
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that of another, to the great Diſadvantap; 
of the Nation in General, we ſhould then 
free the Trade from all thoſe Inconveni. 
encies, and be in a much better Capacity 
to Contend with our other European Ri. 
vals. 1 | | 


6. Such a Company Eſtabliſhed by 48 
of Parliament, would become ſo Powerful, 
and acquire ſuch Reputation with the 
Dutch, that they would heartily Joyn with 
us, to Expel the French from that Coaſt, 
and to put a ſtop to all the Trade, and 
Commerce which they Drive with the Sys. 
niards for Slaves, to the great Benefit and 
Advantage of France. 


| 7. Such a Company would be Able to 
Diſcover, and Work the Gold Mines of 4- 
frice, which in a few Years might bring the 


greateſt acceſſion of Wealth to this Crown, 


and Kingdom. 


8. Sucha Company will be able to f upply 
the Spaniſh Aſſciento with Slaves, and in re- 


turn bring home their Gold and Silver; 


whereas if the Trade be laid Open, other 
Nations will entirely Engroſs that part of 
the Spaniſh-Weſt-India Trade from us. 
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9. Such a Company having the ſole Ma- 
nagement of the Trade on the Coaſt of A- 
frica, and being able to keep up the Prices of 
their Goods, to buy Slaves at reaſonable 
rates, and to give their Ships a Quick Diſ- 


patch, will thereby be inabled, and allo _ 


find it their Intereſt to ſupply the Plantations 
with Slaves at more Moderate Rates, than 
can otherwiſe with any Colour of Reaſon be 
Expected. 


10. The Colonies and Plantations being 
Regularly, and Plentifully Supplied with + 
Slaves at Moderate Rates; the Planters 
will thereby be Enabled to Cultivate and 
Improve their Plantations much more than 
hitherto they have done; which will Pro- 
portionally Increaſe, and Improve the Trade 
and Shipping of this Kingdom. 


Theſe are ſome of the Advantages, which 
would Manifeſtly flow from a Joynt-Stock 
Conſtitution; and I humbly Conceive that 
they are of that Moment and Conſequence, 


and Deſerve fo much Regard and Conſider- 


ation, that I need ſay no more to Recom- 
mend, and Eatorce a ſpeedy Settlement of 
the African Trade. 


FINIS. 
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